
 
  

SAT & ACT Tips 
and Tricks 

A follow-up to your practice test 
 



 
 
 

The following information is based solely on our experience teaching and tutoring the SAT and ACT. It is important to note that there 
is no cookie-cutter approach to success on the SAT or ACT. The tips and tricks shown in this ebook come from years of experience 
and will work only if the student practices them. However, once a student has a good grasp of the subject matter, these tips and 

tricks can help to ensure higher scores on both the SAT and the ACT. 
 

If you have any questions, please contact us. 
 
 
 

English-related: Laurence Mechanic (516) 376-8241 
Math-related: Patrick Echausse (516) 302-5608 

Email: precisiontestprep@gmail.com 
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  What is tested on the SAT and ACT? 

On the surface, the SAT and ACT are standardized tests that assess students’ proficiency in 
reading, grammar, math, and writing.  
 
However, the SAT and ACT are assessing much more than just those skills… 
 
And this is what makes up the difference between an average score and an incredible score. 
 
In order for a student to succeed on the SAT and/or ACT, he or she needs to know: 
 

Þ how to take a test. 
Þ how read for comprehension. 

Þ the basics of grammar. 
Þ proper writing structure. 

Þ how to use a calculator correctly. 
Þ how to reason and use logic. 

Þ how to study. 



 
  



 
  



 
  



 
  



 
  

When applying to college, how much do my SAT and ACT 
scores weigh compared to my grades? 
 



  When should you take the SAT and ACT? 

Let’s envision the 
future… 
 
You have already been accepted to college.  
 
Think about how happy you are.  
 
Now, think about the course of action it took 
to get to that point. 
 
Back track through the year or two… 

Questions to consider: 
 
When was the SAT and/or ACT taken? 
 
What times of the school year are 
historically the best times for you? 
 
What time(s) of the year did you avoid 
because historically those were stressful or 
busy times? 
 
When did you start preparation? 
 
Did you take AP classes? 
 
Did you play any sports? 
 



  

In the end, the best time for you to take the 
SAT and/or ACT is when you are ready. 

 

Only you know yourself, your 
tendencies, and your schedule. 

 

Don’t take the test because everyone 
else says this is the test you should take. 

 

Don’t take a test at a specific time 
because everyone else is.  

 



 
 
 
  What are test-taking skills? 

 
 
Test-taking skills are the ability to: 
 

Þ find answers using what you are given and not given. 
Þ reason through difficult concepts. 
Þ think logically. 
Þ control (and preferably eliminate) your emotions during the test. 
Þ understand that there is only 1 right answer per question. 
Þ eliminate any words in questions that make it appear that there is 

more than one answer. 
Þ sift through the unnecessary information to find what you really 

need. 
Þ manage your time. 
Þ use a calculator to your advantage. 
Þ speak the language of the test. 



  

 
You can improve your test-taking skills by: 
 

Þ reading more. You don’t have to read books to read more, but 
you can’t excel on a reading test if you aren’t a proficient reader. 

Þ improving your math skills. You can’t excel on a math test if you 
don’t have the necessary mathematical skills. 

Þ remembering that you are taking a test, which means that 
human beings created it. 

Þ learning to listen to and trust your gut. 
Þ practicing logical thinking. 
Þ learning how to use your calculator to your advantage. 
Þ understanding the difference between reading and reading 

comprehension. 
Þ learning to limit (and hopefully eliminate) emotion when making 

decisions on a test. 
Þ committing to practicing, learning, studying, and improving. 
Þ learning to accept and embrace failure. 
Þ learning how to use your mistakes to help you become better. 

How can you improve your test-taking skills? 
 



 
  

SAT Reading 
 



  



 
  



 
  



 
  



 
  

SAT Writing and 
Language 

 



 
  



 
  



 
  



 
  



 
  



 
  



 
  



 
  



 
  

SAT Math - 
No Calculator 

 



 
  



 
  



 
  



 
  



 
  



 
  



 
  



 
  



 
 
  



  

SAT Math - 
Calculator 

 



 
  



 
  



 
  



 
  



 
  



 
  



 
  



 
  



 
 
  

SAT Essay 
 



 
 
  

The SAT Essay Section is 50 minutes long and offers colleges a look into your writing.  
 
This score won’t change your overall SAT score. 
 
Luckily, you have been writing essays of this nature for a long time. The concept is 
simple: How does the author persuade his audience to _____________________? 
 
You have free reign here. You can write about anything that persuaded you or that you 
feel will persuade others. This includes, but is not limited to: 
 

Þ Ethos, pathos, and logos. 
Þ Figurative language 
Þ Anecdotes 
Þ Statistics 
Þ Structure 
Þ Use of examples 

 
When I tell you have free reign, you really do! You can literally write about whatever 
persuaded you…as long as you explain HOW the author did so. This is where the 
points are! 



  

How is the essay graded? 

Graders are evaluating students on 3 different aspects: 
 

 
Analysis 

 
Reading 

 
Writing 

 
 
 
 

The scoring is out of 4 for each. 
 

There are always two graders. 



 
  



 
  

A simple, but highly effective introduction… 



 
  A solid body paragraph with a focus on how 

the writer persuades the readers to… 



 
  Another solid body paragraph with a focus 

on how the writer persuades the readers to… 



 
  A third solid body paragraph with a focus on 
how the writer persuades the readers to… 



 

A conclusion that is short but still focuses on 
how the writer persuades the readers to… 


